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RV SONNE 
the Multi-purpose research vessel for non-living resources,      
world-wide operation. 

BRZ: 3516, Length o.a.: 97,61 m, Beam: 14,20 m, Draught (basic) max. 6,80 m 
Nautical/technical personnel 30; scientists 25. Max. cruise duration: 50 days 

The vessel is excellently equipped with all the necessary gadgets for heavy geological research. 
Among others, the equipment comprises: 
Dynamic positioning, DGPS world wide coverage, 
Atlas Hydrosweep DS, Parasound (KAE), survey 
sounder and pinger receiver DESO 25, 12kH (KAE), 
USBL Computer network (Ethernet), ocean floor 
observation system – 6000 m, (TV, stereo photo, CTD 
sensors), TV grabs – 6000 m, multi probe, rosette 

water sampler, thermosalinograph, pure seawater 
destilled water,  airgun distribution station with: 2 x 21 
connectors, 4 compressors for reflection seismic,  1 
hydraulic A-frame at the stern, 1 corer frame 24 m,  
capability for handling deep sea ROVs like Ropos,  
laboratory space about 425sqm 

Between fixed assignments the ship is sometimes available for charter. If interested please contact 
RF Reedereigemeinschaft Forschungsschiffahrt GmbH 
Haferwende 3, 28329 Bremen / Germany 
Tel.: +49 421 20766-0, Telefax:+49 421 20766-70 , E-Mail:rf@bremen.rf-gmbh.de 
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2.14 38.95 1.34 5.07 0.15 11.7 595 0.72 12.2

1.36 18.22 1.54 2.01 0.21 15.6 604 0.52 20.0

6.23 67.86 2.2 9.0 0.14 10.0 575 0.95 ---

1.34 28.70 1.23 6.25 0.26 238 595 0.44 30.0

1.0 22.82 2.0 5.02 0.15 530 0.58 ---

Sites of dredging 

Slopes and bed of rift  valley to 
the north and south from the 
transform fault 15 20'

Transform fault 15 20', southern 
internal angular raising and 
southern margin. Active part of 
fault 15 20'

Snake-Pit hydrothermal area. 
West slopes of the rift  valley of 
Mid-Atlantic Ridge. (23 50' N).
(Popov and Scherbakov, 1996)

Transform fault 
Oceanographer, active 
part of fault

Transform fault 15 20', 
Active part.  (Burakov 
et al., 1989)

In,
A/m QSI units

Is, 103

A/m Irs/Is Hc, mT Ist/Is Hm, mT
κ, 103

Tc, ( C)
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